CRP 5120
Guidelines for the Journal Article Summary 

Due last day of class
The purpose of this assignment is to learn how to distill current academic research (that is often quite technical and full of academic jargon) into language that makes it suitable to be shared with a broader audience.   This is a skill you will need to write the literature review that is often the first chapter of the thesis or professional report required for your degree.  More than that, economic analysis will be important in much of your work, but many of your clients, readers and colleagues will not be economists.  An ability to translate economic research into everyday language will be very useful. 
You might want to think of this assignment as the converse of your previous news article analysis.  In that assignment you used economic language to develop the economic arguments embedded in a news story written for a broad audience.  In this assignment, you will take an article written for readers who have a background in economics, and you will summarize the key points for readers without that background.   

1.  Choose an article from the Journal of Economic Perspectives (JEP) that is (1) on a topic of interest to you and (2) has microeconomic content.  The Journal of Economic Perspectives’ intended purpose is to fill the “gap between the general interest press and most other academic economic journals.”  It also strives to provide extensive analysis of public policy issues.  For these two reasons, the JEP is an ideal journal for this assignment. While you will likely find some of the articles challenging to read, with a little work you should be able to digest the key ideas.   
2. You can use the search engine econlit to help you find articles in the JEP on topics you are researching for your exit project or simply a topic of interest to you.  Econlit is available at the Cornell library website.  The library also gets hard copies of the JEP that you might want to browse through at the library instead of using econlit.   
3. Write a one or two page précis of the key economic issues and/or the economic relevance of the article in non-technical language.  A précis is a concise summary of essential points in the article.  You do not need to attach a copy of the article if it is from the JEP. A full citation is all that is needed.  
4. The length of the précis should be between 400 and 600 words (a word count should appear at the end) and typewritten.  You should strive for very precise thinking and writing.        

5. Carefully proofread for spelling and grammatical errors and for any vagueness in your language.  

6. Your grade for the assignment will be determined by both the quality of your summary and the quality and care of the writing.

